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International Visitors Programme  
The networking and collaboration programme of North Rhine-Westphalia  

 
Application process 
Cultural institutions and event organisers in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) can submit proposals for 
events and international guests (participant suggestions) once a year to be considered for the annual 
programme of the International Visitors Programme (IVP). 

The IVP covers the costs for travel, accommodation, meals and additional programme. The IVP is also 
responsible for preparing the content and the organisation of the trip, accompanying the guests on 
site, organising and implementing the programme as well as for evaluation and follow-up activities. 

Please read the FAQ on our website before submitting your proposals. 

 
There are several options for submitting proposals and applying for the International Visitors 
Programme: 

- Application for a three- to four-day visitors’ programme, plus arrival and departure days  
(e.g. for festivals, conferences, thematic focuses) 

- Submission of proposals for individual visitors (participant suggestions) without an 
application for a visitors’ programme who could be invited to suitable visitors’ programmes 

- Submission of proposals for individual events without participant suggestions that could be 
attended during suitable visitors’ programmes (e.g. exhibitions, premieres, conferences 
accessible for an English-language audience) 

- Application for an individual trip funding (‘Einzelreiseförderungen’) (see information on our 
website) 

 

Deadline: Applications for the International Visitors Programme and participant suggestions can be 
submitted once a year by 15th October for events in the period from January to December of the 
following year. Exception: Individual travel grants are possible all year round and without a deadline. 

 
Different types of visitors’ programmes:  

The annual programme of the International Visitors Programme consists of event, press and research 
trips as well as individual trip funding and networking activities: 

Event trips are three- to four-day visitors‘ programmes (plus arrival and departure days) that take 
place, for example, on the occasion of a festival or a conference.  

Press trips are three- to four-day visitors‘ programmes (plus arrival and departure days) that are also 
event-related and that are primarily aimed at specialist journalists to generate press and media 
coverage.  

Research trips are three- to four-day visitors‘ programmes (plus arrival and departure days) that are 
theme-related and present unique features of NRW, for example industrial culture, museum 
architecture, structural features.  

For individual trip fundings the aim of the visit should be to develop concrete project ideas or to 
intensify existing contacts, for example regarding project and cooperation ideas (see information on 
our website), in addition to the exchange of expertise. 

  

https://www.nrw-kultur.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Programme/Internationales_Besucherprogramm/FAQ_Internationales_Besucherprogramm_NRWKS_Stand_Juli_2025.pdf
https://www.nrw-kultur.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Programme/Internationales_Besucherprogramm/Auflagen_Einzelreisef%C3%B6rderungen_Internationales_Besucherprogramm.pdf
https://www.nrw-kultur.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Programme/Internationales_Besucherprogramm/Auflagen_Einzelreisef%C3%B6rderungen_Internationales_Besucherprogramm.pdf
https://www.nrw-kultur.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Programme/Internationales_Besucherprogramm/Auflagen_Einzelreisef%C3%B6rderungen_Internationales_Besucherprogramm.pdf
https://www.nrw-kultur.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Programme/Internationales_Besucherprogramm/Auflagen_Einzelreisef%C3%B6rderungen_Internationales_Besucherprogramm.pdf
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The following documents must be submitted in accordance with the various proposal options: 

Three- to four-day visitors’ programme: 

- Form ‘Vorschlag Programmanlass‘ (Please provide us with more detailed information about your 
planned event; you can of course fill out the form in English) 

- Form ‘Participant suggestion‘ (please submit at least 4 proposals) 

Participant suggestions (without an application for a visitors’ programme): 

- Form ‘Participant suggestion‘ 

Individual events (without participant suggestions): 

- Informally via email  

Please note that the proposed events must be relevant and accessible to an English-speaking 
group. We will contact you if we can include the event in a thematically suitable programme. 

Individual trip funding: 

- Informally via email (see document ‘‘Einzelreiseförderungen’’) 

 

All documents can be found in the download area of our website: www.nrw-kultur-international.de  

The annual programme of the International Visitors Programme developed from the applications 
received in consultation with the Ministry for Culture and Science is presented to the International 
Visitors Programme’s international partner institutions (including the Goethe-Institut and its 
representations abroad) in order to obtain further participant suggestions. International guests are 
selected and invited by the IVP in consultation with the proposing institutions in NRW. 

Please note: International guests cannot apply on their own; they must be proposed by a partner 
institution.  

 
Please send the documents via email to:  
Eva Lenhardt, head of the International Visitors Programme: lenhardt@nrw-kultur.de  

Important notes 

- The International Visitors Programme is a networking programme, not a travel grant for 
speakers, artists or project partners who have already been scheduled in an event. 

- Participation in the entire programme is mandatory for international guests. In addition, the stay 
in NRW can be extended at the guest's own expense. 

- A good command of English is required. 

- Collaborations resulting from the programme can be given preferential consideration for future 
funding by the state of NRW (Cooperation and Export Funding.) 

Please familiarise yourself with the FAQs on our website, especially when applying for a standalone 
Three- to four-day visitors’ programme. Here you will find further information on the process, 
funding and agreements. We will be happy to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Wuppertal, July 2025 
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