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JANUARY 2018
MUSEUM 2.0 - FORMS OF VIRTUAL AND AUGMENTED REALITY
AS INTERACTIVE WAYS TO ENGAGE WITH ART

The first guests of the International Visitors Programme in 2018 immersed themselves in
the idea of ‘Museum 2.0’ and what virtual and augmented reality can offer as an interactive
way to access art.

In January a group of six visitors made up of museum directors, curators, and docents
from Belgium, France, Georgia, Great Britain, Romania and Turkey, went to see the
exhibition ‘MIRO - Welt der Monster’ at the Max Ernst Museum LVR for which the
museum, in collaboration with the Cologne Game Lab (CGL) and the Institute for Game
Development & Research of the Technische Hochschule Kéln, designed an augmented
reality app ‘Mird 2.0. There was also a two-day international workshop as part of an
accompanying programme to the exhibition, focusing on how virtual and augmented
reality can ensure interactive access to the fine arts and broaden the ways museums
traditionally present and mediate their collections.

As well as the workshop and meeting the exhibition organisers, our guests also visited the
Academy of Media Arts Cologne (KHM) and met with Zil Lilas, professor of Media Arts
and 3D Animation, and Ute Dilger, PR director of the Academy, to discuss the possibilities
for implementing digital media in a cultural context as well as pertient projects at the
academy. They also took part in ‘TimeRide’, a historical virtual reality tour of Cologne as it
was in Imperial Germany, and had the chance to talk to its creator, Jonas Rothe.

The guests were:

Alexandru Berceanu, director and researcher: International Center for Research and
Education in Innovative Creative Technologies - CINETic, National University of Theatre
and Cinema Arts Bucharest (UNATC), Bucharest/ROMANIA and independent theatre
director and cultural manager: Bucharest/ROMANIA

Asst Prof Dr Given Catak, assistant professor: Bahcesehir University (BAU),

Istanbul/ TURKEY, founder: Bahcesehir University Game LAB (BUG), Istanbul/TURKEY,
and board member: VR First at Bahgesehir University, Istanbul/TURKEY

Nancy Ireson, curator: Tate Modern, London/UK

Bruno Samper, co-founder and director (head of VR/AR-department): nedd,
Paris/FRANCE

Vakhtang Urushadze, international cooperation project coordinator, curator and
researcher: Creative Georgia, Thilisi/ GEORGIA

Isabelle Vanhoonacker, head of audience: Royal Museum of Fine Arts,

Brussels/BELGIUM
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FEBRUARY 2018
CLOSE UP - DUESSELDORF PHOTO 2018 AND BEYOND

The photography festival DUESSELDORF PHOTO took place for the first time in
February 2018, providing a platform for the most important practitioners on the
Dusseldorf photography scene as well as nationally and internationally established artists,
showcasing a broad range of historical and contemporary photography over ten days.

At the invitation of the International Visitors Programme a group of seven festival
directors and curators from Ethiopia, Australia, Croatia, Palestine, Poland, Switzerland and
the United States travelled to North Rhine-Westphalia.

Participants met with Dr Doris Krystof, curator for contemporary art at Kunstsammlung
NRW K21, the director of the photography collection at the SK Stiftung Kultur KéInBonn,
Gabriele Conrath-Scholl, as well as attending a networking event with journalists, galerists,
curators and artists at the Philara collection. In order to gain the most comprehensive
insight into the Disseldorf photography scene the group also visited several galleries,
including the Museum Kunstpalast and the Polish Institute. As well as seeing exhibitions in
museums, galleries and private collections, our guests attended the Fotobuchsalon
‘Disseldorf Photo Books’ at the University of Applied Sciences (HSD) and met with curator
Professor Mareike Foecking.

Our guests also met with prominent figures from Cologne’s photography scene such as
Inga Schneider, curator and art mediator of Internationale Photoszene Kéln festival, Dr
Robert Moos, director of the Forum fir Fotografie, and Robert Danch from Dusseldorf
Cologne Open Galleries, who gave a tour of some of Cologne’s galleries.

The guests were:

Agnieszka Dwernicka, director: Krakow Photomonth Festival, Krakow/POLAND and
president of the board: Fundacja Sztuk Wizualnych (Foundation for Visual Arts),
Krakow/POLAND

Sarah Girard, director: Bieler Fototage, Biel/SWITZERLAND

Samar Martha, director: Gallery.One, Ramallah/PALESTINE

Moshe Rosenzweig, director: Head on Photo Festival, Bondi Beach/AUSTRALIA
Maheder Haileselassie Tadese, founder and director: CPE - Center of Photography in
Ethiopia, Addis Abeba/ETHOPIA

Leila Topié, curator: Zagreb Museum of Contemporary Art, Zagreb/CROATIA

Gary van Zante, curator: MIT Museum, Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

Cambridge/USA
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MARCH 2018
DANCELAND NRW - NORTH RHINE-WESTPHALIA
AS A CENTRE FOR DANCE CULTURE

“Tanzplattform Deutschland” is an annual forum for presenting current developments and
innovations in contemporary dance in Germany. It returned to North Rhine-Westphalia for
the first time in 14 years in March 2018, which was the inspiration behind a themed visit on

dance culture in the Rhineland and Ruhr area.

The programme was attended by international festival directors, dance producers and
curators from India, Ireland, Colombia, Nigeria, Taiwan, the Czech Republic, the
Philippines and the United States. In addition to the events and performances of
Tanzplattform, the programme offered an insight into the work of independent companies
and artists in North Rhine-Westphalia and how they see themselves and their work.

Participants also visited institutions, educational establishments and dance centres in
North Rhine-Westphalia, such as the Pina Bausch Foundation in Wuppertal, the tanzhaus
nrw in DUsseldorf, and the Centre for Contemporary Dance at the Hochschule fir Musik
und Tanz.

The guests were:

Arnab Banerjee, head of programmes and education: Attakkalari Centre for Movements
Arts, Bangalore/INDIA and Attakkalari Biennial, Bangalore/INDIA

Shoshona Currier, director: Bates Dance Festival, Lewiston (ME)/USA

Iris Ping-Chi Hung, managing director: Bamboo Curtain Studio, New Taipei
City/TAIWAN

Adedayo Liadi, director: ljodee Dance Company and Centre, Lagos/NIGERIA,

founder and CEO: ljodee Foundation, Lagos/NIGERIA, artistic director: TRUFESTA
International Dance Festival, Lagos/NIGERIA and national president: Guild of Nigerian
Dancers (GOND), NIGERIA

Honza Malik, producer and manager: Pulsar Association, Prague/CZECH REPUBLIC and
freelance dancer, producer and curator: CZECH REPUBLIC

Juan Pablo Lopéz Otero, artistic director: Bienal Internacional de Danza de Cali,
Cali/COLOMBIA and consultant to the minister: Ministero de Cultura de Colombia,
Bogota/COLOMBIA

Sabrina Tan, artistic director: Bunga Arts Link, Manila/PHILIPPINES and project
coordinator for the Order of National Artist: National Commission for Culture and the
Arts (NCCA), Manila/PHILIPPINES

Jenny Traynor, director: Dance Limerick, Limerick/IRELAND
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MAY 2018
JAZZFEST BONN - CONTEMPORARY CREATIVE JAZZ IN NRW.
INTERNATIONAL SCENE AND REGIONAL TALENTS

The ninth edition of the Jazzfest Bonn in May brought a group of international journalists
and jazz experts on a press trip to North Rhine-Westphalia.

Seven guests from England, Nigeria, Austria, Slovakia, the Netherlands, and the US were
invited by the International Visitors Programme and had the opportunity, in addition to
festival events, to get to know some of the major figures and institutions of the jazz scene
along the Rhine.

As part of the programme, participants met with Peter Materna, artistic director of the
Jazzfest Bonn, Dr Anke Steinbeck, the festival’'s PR and project manager, Rainer Michalke,
the artistic director of the Stadtgarten Kéln, and Dr Benedikt Miller, co-owner of LOFT in
Cologne. A networking lunch with Peter Materna, and Professor Niels Klein, artistic
director of the Bundjazzorchester, and pianist Julia Hulsman provided further opportunity
for our guests to talk one-on-one and exchange ideas.

The guests were:

Henning Bolte, journalist: Allaboutjazz.com, Amsterdam/NETHERLANDS

Herbert Hopfl, CEO: CONCERTO-Magazin, Waidhofen/Thaya/AUSTRIA

Yinka Freda Olatunbosun, senior correspondent: Arts and review section, ThisDay
Newspapers, Lagos/NIGERIA

Thomas Rees, writer: Jazzwise magazine, London/UK

Sebastian Scotney, editor: London Jazz News, London/UK, journalist: e.g. BBC Radio 3,
London/UK

Patrick Spanko, editor-in-chief: skjazz, Bratislava/SLOVAKIA

Josef (Joe) Woodard, writer, musician and freelance journalist: Santa Barbara/USA
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MAY 2018
6ATH INTERNATIONAL SHORT FILM FESTIVALOBERHAUSEN -
FILM AND VIDEO ART IN NORTH RHINE-WESTPHALIA

The International Short Film Festival Oberhausen is the world’s oldest short film festival
and one of the biggest international platforms for the format. It is unique in the breadth of
forms and genres that it shows, as a discoverer of new trends and talent, as well as a forum
for controversial debate. In May 2018, eight international guests were invited to attend the
festival's 64™ edition to get to know film and video art in North Rhine-Westphalia better
and to make contacts with important figures on the local scene.

Alongside the events and competitions of the short film festival, there was a varied
programme for our group of curators, journalists, festival directors and producers from
Argentina, Brazil, Denmark, France, India, Russia, Uruguay and the United States. As well
as discussions with the festival director Dr Lars Henrik Gass and the director of the
International category, Hilke Doering, guests also visited the Zollverein UNESCO world
heritage site and the Ruhr Museum in Essen.

Other highlights of the programme were a visit to the Museum Ludwig in Cologne, where
the group attended the exhibition ‘Gunter Peter Straschek: Emigration - Film - Politics’
about the famous filmmaker and historian. There was also a visit to the Julia Stoschek
Collection in DUsseldorf, an international private collection of contemporary art with a
focus on time-based media, where the group had a private tour of the anniversary

exhibition 10 YEARS JULIA STOSCHEK COLLECTION - GENERATION LOSS'.

The guests were:
Henriette Bretton-Meyer, curator: Kunsthal Charlottenburg, Copenhagen/DENMARK
Diego Faraone, journalist: Semanario Brecha, Montevideo/URUGUAY



